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U.S. GSA public project overview meeting. 
January 5, 2010. 

Queen Anne's County high school. 

>> Hi everyone. Can you take your seats. 

We're ready to get started. Thank you. 

Thanks for coming. I'm just waiting for a few more 
people to take their seats so we can get started. 

okay. We're going to get started. Hi everyone, 
before I really start moving forward there is a few things 
I wanted to mention or ask. If you have a cell phone could 
you please take this time to turn it off. Thank you very 
much . 

And the second thing I wanted to mention: Do we have 
anybody who is deaf or hearing impaired? If so, if you 
could come up to the front area, we have someone who is 
signing . 

Hi, welcome to the public project overview meeting for 
the department of state's foreign affairs security training 
center project. Thanks for coming. My name is Gina 
Gilliam. I'm the public affairs person for the United 
States general services administrations mid Atlantic 
region. One very important thing I want to mention. I 
hope all of you have had a chance to sign in. If you 
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haven't please do so before leaving. 



We'll be creating an email distribution list so we can 
keep you informed of major project mile stones. 

It's important for me to also mention that there is a 
stenographer here documenting tonight's meeting as well as 
providing realtime captioning services on the projection 
screen for anyone who needs that service. 

Also, Queen Anne's County has someone here videotaping 
the meeting, which will be shown on the county public 
access channel. There are also representatives from the 
media covering the meeting tonight. 

I also hope you had a chance to get a comment card when 
you signed in. If you don't have a comment card could you 
please raise your hand right now and we'll make sure we get 
one to you. 

Is there anybody who did not receive a comment card? 
Great . 

Then, the other thing is is there anybody who has a 
comment card that's already completed. There is one person 
back there who did not receive a comment card over. Over 
there . 

Has anybody completed their card? Can you raise your 
hand if you have one that's completed. And you'll find out 
why we're going to do this a little later. But if you have 
eve completed it could you please just keep them raised. 
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We're going collect them now. Thank you. 

There is some folks up here. And again, if you have 
completed your comment card, please pass them. We have 



some folks walking through aisles who will take them from 
you right now. 

We're going collect the comment cards again at the end 
of the presentation. We're then going to take about a ten 
minute break. And during that break we're going to try to 
pull out some of the most commonly asked questions and 
provide answers . 

And near the end of the meeting we'll have about 30 
minutes available for people to ask questions. 

Please keep in mind if your questions are not answered 
tonight, we will answer them through the project email box 
and the phone line. The email address and phone number are 
on the comment card that you receive. But it's also on the 
bottom of that fax sheet when you received when you came 
in . 

And I'd like to add that I personally monitor both the 
phone line and email box. And I've communicated with some 
of you here. I do want you to know that if you have a 
question please feel free to contact us and we'll work to 
make sure that we get your answers . 

The purpose of tonight's meeting is to provide general 
information about the Department of State's Foreign Affairs 
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Security Training Center project as well as give you an 
opportunity to ask questions and provide comments. We have 
several subject matter experts here who will be sharing 
project information with you. 



On Thursday, January the seventh, right here at this 
school at 6:00 p.m. There will be a public scoping 
meeting. This meeting will focus more on the national, 
environmental and policy act NEPA, and the national 
historical preservation act NHPA. During this meeting you 
will again have an opportunity submit comments and 
questions that pertain to NEPA and NHPA topics and review 
related project boards. 

All right. So let's get started now. And start moving 
forward with the presentation portion of this meeting. 

I'd like to introduce our first speaker Dale Anderson 
who is also with GSA's mid Atlantic region. Dale is the 
public building service deputy regional commissioner. 

>> Thank you Gina for that introduction and 

thank you folks for coming here tonight. Before we get 
started one of the first things I'd like to do is introduce 
to you some of the presenters that you will be hearing from 
tonight. And so again my name is Dale Anderson. I'm the 
deputy regional commissioner of GSA public building 
service . 

And I'd like to introduced Ed Myers. The project 
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executive with GSA. Then you've met Gina Gilliam our 
public affairs official. And Katrina Scarpato who is our 
NEPA subject matter expert. 

Then other friends from Department of State. Jeffrey 
Culver who is the director of diplomatic service. And -- 
for Ellyn Goldkind if project manager for. 



Chris Peoples. KCCT, he is our architect and also a 
subject matter expert. So hopefully with those 
introductions out of the way let me begin by saying again 
thank you for coming. 

Our aim is to inform you. And we're here tonight 
because you asked for us to come and present the scope of 
the project. And we're going to cover that scope this 
evening . 

We also want to receive your questions and feedback 
about the project. And we'd also like to Aleve some 
concerns you may have. 

Additionally this project is now at a point we're able 
to engage you at a more detailed level. Wet started with 
evaluating sites in several states that required us to sort 
through a significant amount of due diligence information. 
And thankfully we've completed that work. 

But next I'd like to introduce you to GSA. 

GSA this project is lead by the general services 
administration public building service. Which is in 
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essence a real estate armed for serving other federal 
agencies including the Department of State. GSA's work 
allows federal agencies to focus on their core mission. 
And for phase one of the project we're in partnership with 
the Department of State to provide site acquisition 
services construction procurement construction management 
commission and other services necessary to complete the 



project . 

And next just to give you brief overview of ARRA. The 
American recovery and reinvestment act, ARRA, you may know 
as the stimulus package was passed in 2009. Appropriated 
some --. Additional funding beyond the 
70 million-dollar amount is available from annular 
appropriations to the Department of State. Along with the 
funding ARRA sets goals for expediency and job preservation 
to support local economics. And with a job like this also 
coming opportunities and I'd like to highlight and 
summarize those opportunities for you now. 

Consistent with the goals just outlined the project 
will create job opportunities both in construction and in 
the long term staffing. Focuses on construction for a 
moment there will be immediate contracting opportunities 
including design and construction. We estimate that this 
will lead to hundreds of construction related jobs. 

To facilitate outreaching efforts at the local level 
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GSA will hold job fairs to allow small businesses 
opportunity to network with properspective bidders prior to 
award of that contract. Further more GSA sets 
socioeconomic goals in o procurement strategies. Potential 
contractors are evaluated on small business goals during 
the selection process. And contractors are required to 
develop a subcontracting plan that supports the goals that 
will be incorporated into the contract. 

In addition to the efforts long-term economic benefits 



will be realized in the surrounding area through staffing 
and supplier es through the ongoing operational needs to 
support this training center. 

The Department of State will further discuss these 
opportunities later on in our presentation. Next I'd like 
to give you a summary of the site selection process. Which 
has brought us here tonight. In searching for a location 
GSA posted an announcement on the website on June 29, 2009. 
And this internet site is a web based portal which allows 
vendors to preview procurement opportunities greater than 
$25,000. The announcement requests interest from 
landowners and representatives. GSA and the Department of 
State worked collaboratively to evaluate approximately 30 
such sites in over five states -- or in five states. 

The evaluation process utilized several levels of site 
criteria based on the scope of the project. 



For example we considered the size of the site, the 
configuration of the site the availability of the site and 
general environmental characteristics of that site. 

The sites that best met each level of analysis were 
further studied in the site selection process. And on 
November 30, 2009 the preferred site was identified as hunt 
Crismer farms in Maryland. 

The Mr. Jeffrey Culver now director of Diplomatic 
Security Service. 

>> Good evening. I'm Jeff Culver director 



of the diplomatic security service. I've been a special 
agent with the U.S. Department of State for more than 20 
years. The organization I represent is the bureau of the 
diplomatic security or DS. We are the security and law 
enforcement arm of the U.S. Department of State. Our 
mission is to provide a secure environment for the conduct 
of our nation's foreign policy. The men and women are 
special agent, engineers, diplomatic couriers and others 
who protect the information property and state department. 
Many responsibilities. Both dmessic and international. 
Every year DS conducts hundreds of criminal investigations 
involving visa and a passport fraud. We also protect U.S. 
sect of state Hillary Rodham Clinton. And visiting foreign 
dignitaries in the U.S. But chief among the responsibility 
is protection among fellow Americans representing our 

country at U.S. embassies around the world. A number of 
whom are in dangerous locations such as Yemin and Pakistan 
and even in war zones such as Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Since 9/11 the demand to train U.S. government 
employees has increased tremendously. As more and more 
U.S. embassies remain open in dangerous locations the need 
to train employees has increased. I'm sure that many of 
you have heard over the last weekend our U.S. embassy in 
Yemen was closed for two days due to security threats. 
This is only the most recent reminder of the dangers facing 
our fellow Americans and fellow colleagues who serve at 
these locations. 



And future shows no signs of that letting up. 

At the moment DS conducts training at 19 locations 
throughout the United States. The current situation is 
inefficient, expensive and therefore unduly burdensome to 
taxpayers. This partially consolidated training center 
would improve efficiency and improve training programs for 
the worthy purposes they serve. Please note I said a 
partially consolidated training center because some of your 
training will not take place in Queen Anne's County. I 
will have more to say about that in just a moment. 

The state department's training program is vital to the 
security of U.S. government personnel and their families. 
Without this consolidation program DS programs will 

continue to be hampered by facility shortcomings. I 
understand there are community concerns and questions 
associated with the proposed training center. So I would 
like to present some facts about the training facility we 
propose and just as important I want to present some facts 
about what types of training activities will not be 
conducted . 

The proposed center will train primarily U.S. 
government employees most of whom work for the Department 
of State. 

They will include DS special agents like myself and 
other personnel such as security engineers and technicians 
as well as a wider core of U.S. diplomats and their 



families . 

A limited number of police and security will also 
receive training. Many of these officers play a vital role 
in providing security at our embassies abroad. 

We group training into two categories, soft skills and 
hard skills . 

First the soft skills. We plan to build state of the 
art classrooms, simulation and practical applications labs. 
Administration support offices and a fitness center. Our 
our hard skills training we plan to conduct a series of 
indoor and outdoor weapons firing ranges designed to be 
used with a wide array of small arms ammunition. 



All of these ranges will be designed and constructed so 
that all rounds are contained and cannot exit the confines 
of the range. 

Part of our training is to familiarize students with 
what they might expect to encounter when deployed to a high 
threat area. For that reason we plan to have an explosive 
demonstration area where we will detonate series of 
charges. These charges, up to 3 pounds at the largest, 
will be detonated to provide an opportunity for our 
personnel to secure and investigate such an incident. 
These blasts will not occur routinely. Of course we will 
be required to store weapons, ammunition, and explosives to 
support the hard skills training. All will be designed and 
constructed in strict compliance with safety and 
environmental regulation. We plan to construct several 



mock urban environments. These streets buildings and 
facades designed to simulate a variety of scenarios. Some 
of these buildings will be designed for live fire use. 
Like the other ranges these facilities will designed to 
fully contain all rounds fired so there is no cheans of 
them exiting the facility. 

Hard skills will also include three driving tracks. 
These tracks will be modern two lane closed loop 1.6 to 
3-mile road courses that replicate normal and emergency 
driving conditions and multiple vehicle handling 



situations. The vehicles used on these tracks are not race 
cars but normal cars that can be seen an any city street. 

One of my colleagues will discuss noise abatement 
safety set back zone and environmental compliance in more 
detail in a moment. 

To support the soft and hard skill training we will 
need to provide various support elements. When complete we 
envision dormitories capable of housing up to 450 students, 
a dining facility to feed students and staff. Recreation 
opportunities to include an athletic field and bike and 
jogging trails. We will also include on site medical and 
fire emergency services. 

Of course a multifaceted training facility of this 
nature will require site infrastructure such as power, 
fresh water, waste water treatment and telecommunications 
capabilities . 



And all of these considerations are being included in 
the the planning process. 

I know there's been some misunderstanding about a 
recent request for information that was issued by DS for 
specialized training in heavy weapons. 

With our DS agents and state department personnel, 
operating in dangerous places all over the world including 
war zone, it is necessary to expose them to heavy weaponry. 
Some individuals mistakenly assume that this type of 



activity would take place at the proposed community center 
here in Queen Anne's County. Let me be clear. It was 
never envisioned that this type of heavily weapons training 
activity will be conducted here. And it will never will 
be. The request was designed for a much larger facility to 
support training for weapons and blast far in excess of 
what we can and ever will be used at the Queen Anne sie. 

We're proposing a the -- -- but DS will still need to 
seek alternative sites for this type of weapon's training. 

The bureau of the diplomatic security enjoys a 
reputation in world leader in international security law 
enforcement. Our professionals are the some of the finest 
most talented and sought after anywhere in the world. The 
training we provide has saved the lives of the countless or 
o offer fellow citizens. U.S. government employees and the 
families world over. 

I want to conclude by saying we do recognize and 
understand that you will have many questions and that in no 



way do we mean to diminish your concerns. Quite the 
contrary. A number of the men and women of DS, myself 
included, come from communities just like this one. And we 
share your values. I understand and appreciate the quality 
of life offered by a rural community like yours. I'm 
convinced that the proposed training center poses no risk 
risk tho that lifestyle nor jeopardize the values we share. 



I believe the training center will not only be a good 
neighbor but can become a proud part of your community. 
Offers valuable jobs -- -- and improved living standards 
for economic development. It can be a safe and welcome 
addition to Queen Anne's County. This training center will 
make a silght contribution to the security of our common 
national interest and safety of our fellow Americans 
serving us and in our nation overseas. In sum it will be a 
safe well designed and beneficial project. Merits your 
support and I hope you will agree that this project should 
go forward as planned, with your support. Thank you. 

(Applause) . 

>> Good evening. My name is Ellyn 

Goldkind. I'm a architect with the U.S. Department of 
State. And I'm also the project manager for the department 
for the project. 

It's my job to ensure that the project is excomputed to 
meet both the functional needs of the DS and make sure that 
the design meets all related technical and regulatory 



requirements . 

I'd also like to mention that engineering team working 
with both Department of State and GSA is here tonight and 
they are led by KCCT architects who you will hear from. 

Carrying out this project involves three parallel 
efforts underway. You've heard a little about the site 

selection process from Mr. Anderson. So I won't discuss 
that here. Secondly, we have identified existing and 
future functional and staffing needs as part of the 
programming for the facility. Many and not all of those 
facilities and staff will be relocated to this new 
facility . 

That building program is what forms the basis of what 
we call the "master plan." Which includes design and 
guidelines for implementation of construction. And that 
process is just at the very beginning stages now. 

As part of that master plan design effort, which is the 
third major effort, we'll be evaluating the program 
further. As well as existing site constraints to determine 
what can fit on the site and how we can still meet the 
needs of the training program required by Diplomatic 
Security . 

We've heard from many people already that their 
concerns with potential environmental effects of our 
project. And I think it's worth noting that both the 
Department of State and GSA have very high standards for 
sustainable design. Including sifer certification you 



should the U.S. in energy and environmental design commonly 
referred to as LEED . And although it's very early in the 
design phase we've already started to consider ways to make 
this facility very green and friendly to the environment. 

And as the master plan is developed over the next few 
months with our continuing investigations as well as your 
input through the NEPA and NHPA processes which Katrina 
will address in a moment, we hope to increase the 
sustainability of all the components of the program. 

Just to give you an example, we'll conduct thorough 
environmental and cultural resource assessments both on and 
around the site. Evaluate safety zone requirements. 
Evaluate transportation needs. Sound levels of our 
activities as well as other impacts of every program 
element included for this facility. 

Design will be used to help mitigate any impacts that 
are identified. For example, we will use additional 
landscaping, wall, berms and other things that we hope will 
make us a better neighbor. 

To further that environmental goal we'll be exploring 
weighing of achieving higher energy efficiency, lowering 
our carbon footprint. Limiting waste. Without discharge 
off site into the local water ways. And even extend 
further more innovative partnership opportunities at local 
levels such as local food sourcing for our dining 
facilities at a later stage when that's constructed. 



The other thing that I'm working with our team on is 
when will this happen. I think that's a big question. And 
construction of the facility is not going to happen over 

night. It's a very large site with with a lot of 
components. And right now our plan to have a phased 
implementation lasting approximately 3 to 5 years beginning 
with phase 1 . 

Phase 1, our goal to start phase one is fall of this 
year. And we don't have the total program for that yet. 
That will come out of NEPA as well as the master planning 
investigations. But we envision it includes a lot of 
infrastructure for the site including electrical upgrades. 
Bringing fiber to the site. And a few of the hard skills 
venues that you've heard about this evening. 

And the since job creation is one of the main goals of 
ARRA. The student housing and amenities for students are 
planned as part of the later phases of the projects. So 
the first several years at least we'll be looking to the 
community and the local businesses to house and feed our 
student populations. 

We don't know exactly what the site will look like yet. 
But we have performed test fits as part of our site 
evaluations. And to go to give you an idea of what will be 
on the side and scale of buildings, landscaping and other 
elements I'm going to introduce Christopher Peoples who is 
our lead for the ad team, to go through that. 

Heel also try to highlight some of the things we're 



considering as part of phase 1. Thank you. 



(Applause) . 

>> Thank you Ellyn. Good evening. My name 

is Christopher Peoples and I'm with KCCT architects. The 
lead commonly referred to as AE team. For the project 
we've compiled a team of specialized professionals 
experienced in the design of the training facilities. 
These professionals range from architects and interior 
designers and landscape architects to acoustical, 
geotechnical firing range and blast engineers. 

The Foreign Affairs training center is a project that 
as previously stated this evening includes site selection, 
programming, and master planning all proceeding on a 
concurrent schedule. 

I have brought with me tonight the initial test fit for 
this training center which is currently on the screen. 

The purpose of this test fit is to see how to facility 
can function on the site at a very early stage. For the 
project, it is during the site selection process. The main 
idea behind the drawing is to provide an organized, safe, 
efficient, and sustainable approach that maintains the 
character and open space of the community at which it 
resides . 

Within this site we have organized the hard skills 
training venues in one area and soft skills in another. 
On this diagram you can see on this side commonly 



referred to as hunt ray farm is more of the what we call 
"hard skills" training. 

On the opposite side, on C parcel is the soft skills. 
Main campus, mainly classroom, firing range, and driving 
tracks and explosives. 

This organization further promotes the safety and 
security of the site. From the outside we anticipate that 
the most recognizable features will be the site perimeter 
and the entrance gate houses. 

You can probably see some of the darker green here, 
which is around the perimeter. For the security of the 
site as well as the community, a perimeter fence will be 
designed to coordinate with the vegetative barriers that 
will be used at the perimeter. Inside we plan to have a 
band of open space to further maintain the agricultural 
feel of the area. And that's the darkened green space 
nearest the perimeter. 

As this test fit indicates by the green colors the 
majority of the site will be open space, rather than a 
built environment, keeping with the context of this area. 

I realize that you may prefer additional time to review 
the test fit and have therefore provided two presentation 
boards of this drawing for further review in the lobby upon 
your exit tonight. Thank you for you time and interest in 
this project. Next Katrina Scarpato will provide 



information regarding NEPA and NHPA processes. Thank you. 
(Applause) . 

>> Thank you, Chris. 

Good evening. My name is Katrina Scarpato. 
Environmental quality adviser for the GSA mid Atlantic 
region. I'm here to represent GSA lead agent for both the 
policy act and -- -- for those who aren't aware NEPA is a 
federal law that requires agencies consider the beneficial 
and environmental impact with the proposed action prior to 
taking any action. NEPA's tool design to support the 
decision making process. Information collected during is 
vital to the development of the site. The NEPA process 
will identify issues and set design guidelines that will 
aim to avoid eliminate or minimize impacts of environmental 
issues identified. 

In order to comply with the requirements set forth in 
NEPA GSA is conducting an assessment. The AE is a public 
document to assist in the action. 

The AE will contain relevant information necessary for 
the ainls to make a determination on the significance of an 
impact proposed action may have upon the area. Resources 
studied and may include but are not limited to land use 
acoustics, traffic culture resources and biological 
resources . 

Likewise section 106 national historic preservation 
Act — — . Section 106 of NHPA requires federal agencies 



take into account to the effects of their undertakings on 
historic properties. This includes consultation with stake 
holders to avoid adverse effects. GSA is already initiated 
concentration with the Maryland historic trust and advisory 
council on historic preservation. Mapping out 
how --. 

The most important aspect of the both the NEPA and 
section 106 process is public involvement. We encourage 
your participation to identify and comment on potential 
impacts to the natural social and cultural resources. This 
Thursday at 6:00 p.m. we'll hold a scoping meeting to talk 
more about the NEPA and section 106 processes and how the 
public can comment on the project. 

The meeting will be a open house with a brief 
presentation beginning. We welcome comments and encourage 
goat the neem and section 106 processes. 

With that I will welcome Gina back up to the mic. 

>> Thank you everyone for your attention. 

I'd like to ask at this time again does anybody have a 
completed comment card. We're going to collect them now. 
Can you yes if you could raise your hand. We'll have folks 
take those from you. And also we have a comment box in the 
back. If our helpers could collect these cards. 

What we're going to do is take a 10 minute break and 



this will a I 
going to pull 
come back and 



low us time to go through the cards and we're 
out the most commonly asked questions and 
answer those questions. Then after that 



we'll move forward with questions via the microphone. So 
we'll take a 10 minute break at this time again. Thanks 
for you attention. 
— break 



>> Hi everyone. We're going to get ready 

to get started. If you could take your seats, please. 

All right. We're now ready to start to address some of 
your questions. Folks, can you all be seated. We're read 
to get started again. We're ready to address some of these 
questions that we've received. 

Okay. So let's start with the first question. First 
question from the comment card: Why are we doing an EA, 
which is an environmental assessment, and not an EIS. 
Environmental impact statement. 



>> We elected to -- 

>> Can't hear you. 

>> Okay. We'll make sure you can hear. 

>> We're following CEQ procedures and the 



PEK NEPA desk guide by electing to start with environmental 
assessment to determine whether or not we have impacts and 
what they are prior. The intent of the EA is to determine 
what the impacts are and then we'll proceed according with 



regulations . 

>> Another question: Why do you not 

relocate this facility at Quantico or another federal 
facility in the capital area? 

(Applause) . 

>> The Quantico facility, while it's a fine 

training center is heavily used by the FBI, DEA alcohol 
tobacco and firearms and other agencies. 

>> ... 

>> Excuse me. We are here to provide 

information and to answer your questions. 

>> You're here to ruin our neighborhood. 

That's why your here, to ruin it. 

>> And if we wait that's less questions 

that will be available. Less time for folks to ask 
questions on the mic. So I will wait. We're here to move 
forward to give you the information which is what people 
had asked for. 

(Applause) . 

Thank you. Continue. 

>> I just wanted to add that with the 



number of people that we train every year from the 
department and other agencies it's much more effective and 
efficient way for us to do training to have our own 
facility . 

>> The next question: How do local Queen 

Anne's County contractors get the necessary information for 



bids from GSA to submit competitive, timely bids for all 
phases of the construction and interior finish work? 

>> Hello. For that particular question, 

one of the things that I would encourage contractors who 
are interested in work is to get on the federal business 
opportunities website and to get registered on that 
website. And you will receive automatic emailed 
notifications for postings that we will place on the 
federal business opportunities website. 

In addition to that, if you need help in how to get on 
this web based portal, how do I get on t it? Where is it? 
If you send an email or if you call those -- either Gina or 
that (215)446-4815 number. Or the email account. We would 
be nor more than happy to have our people work with you and 
get you connected with this web based application. 

>> Will there be any other opportunities 

for public participation beyond these two public meetings 
and their associated comment periods? 

>> As part of the process we plan on 

release ago the drafted plan for public review. Scheduled 
late winter early spring of this year and a 30 day comment 
period associated with that. As well as the meeting on 
Thursdays at 6:00 here at the high school for the scoping 
meeting . 

>> Okay. The next question: What about my 

property value? 



(Applause) . 

>> I think Katrina and I will both answer 

that one. First, it's difficult for us to speculate on any 
effect that this proposed acquisition will have on property 
values. The first order of business for us is determining 
the fair market value for those subject parcels. And I'll 
have Katrina address some of the environmental 
considerations . 

>> Yeah again as part of the NEPA process. 

The NEPA process will look at the natural social and 
cultural environments. And part of that includes economic 
impacts both beneficial and adverse impacts. That will be 
analyzed as part of environmental assessment. 

>> "All right one of the most dangerous 

intersections in the county is at route 304 and route 301. 
How will additional traffic be addressed?" 

(Applause) . 

>> This is a two part question. I'm going 



hit on the NEPA process again. It will study traffic 
impacts to the area, not just the actual site itself but 
the surrounding area. And I'm going let Chris kind of go 
into more details on the traffic impact analysis conducted 
as part of the EA. 

>> Thank you. As part of the design 

process we'll be conducting a traffic study, traffic 
analysis, of the subject area. We do have a transportation 
consultant available do that and they will be meeting with 



the state and Queen Anne's County officials in the coming 
weeks to start that process. 

>> And here's the last one here that we're 

going take: What type of jobs will be available to the 
local residents? Also what type of cleared jobs at this 
site? 

(Applause) . 

>> Okay. We'll handle that in a two-part 

manner, myself and Ellyn will handle response to that 
question as well. 

Speaking from the construction side of the job, as I 
said in the presentation, we estimate based on the budget 
that we have that this will immediately employ several 
hundred construction jobs. Several hundred construction 
workers in this area. 

And that gets the facilities built. But then in 

addition to the facility being built you're talking about 
operating those kinds of facilities and the manpower it 
needs to continue that facility and operate that. 

>> Right . As part of the programming 

effort we have established some preliminary estimates for 
permanent job growth. I'd like to let you know that the 
existing permanent staffing or existing full and part-time 
staff for all the diplomatic securities facilities 
nationwide is about 530 to 540 people. 

The program of the facility will expand and there is 



also a factor from transi 
to a federally owned and 

And right now we're e 
additional 400 staffing i 
staff that are entirely n 
State . 

I do have a list prep 
what the types those posi 
diverse at all different 

Buildings and grounds 
EMS and fire protection. 
Administrative positions. 
Security staffing. Telec 
as food service employees 
(Applause) . 

>> Okay. Well, that's it for the comment 

parts, at least for now. What we're going to do now is to 
open up the floor. We have a good amount of time and we 
wanted to take your questions. We have folks who have 
microphones who will be stationed around the area. Folks 
with microphones can you raise your hand. With your 
microphone. I need to see all folks with microphones? 
Okay . 

First of all, please keep your question, comments 
brief. We -- all I need for you to do is to raise your 
hand and I will point to you and someone will come to you 
with a microphone so that we can hear your question. And 



tionmg from contracted facilities 
operated facility, 
xpecting a job growth. So an 
s a permanent full and part-time 
ew positions to the Department of 

ared to try to give you an idea of 
tions will be. . They're very 
levels of skill and expertise. 
Range operations instructors. 
Janitorial positions. 
Vehicle maintenance personnel, 
ommunications, experts. As well 



we will try to give you an answer today. Okay? 

So if you have a question can you raise your hand? 
Miss in the back with the -- yes. Keep your hand up, 
please . 

>> We had the initial meeting commissioners 

office. I believe it was Mr. Anderson that had talked 
about these three pound bombs up to at this time a 3-pound 
bomb that they would be letting off once a week. And I 
quote you when you said that. 

Now, my question is, the noise level of these 3-pound 
bombs once a week, not to speak about the people that live 
within five minutes from this. This will be heard in 
Chester. In ken island, in huge surrounding area around 



this facility. The other thing I have is that as far as 
these three pound bomb goes. We just had a person from 
Nigeria take a third of a cup of a substance that was going 
to blow up an airliner. So a third of a cup, and three 
pounds, I just don't know what type of 3-pound bomb you 
intend on lighting off. 

>> Okay. Who would like to take that? 

>> The impact of explosive training is 

something that we're very concerned about. We're very 
focused on and we're going to pay a lot of attention to. 
So much so that we've hired a team of experts that are 
working within our architectural group to work on ways that 
we can mitigate noise issues and all the safety issues we 



need to pay attention to. 

As I mentioned in my remarks, an important aspect of 
what we do, we adhere to federal regulations. We have our 
own internal standard operating procedures we follow. It's 
a top priority of our training mechanism. I'm going to let 
Chris comment on some of the efforts of his group. 

>> Thanks Jeff. We do have blast engineers 

that will be working with us on the explosive ranges. We 
have acoustical engineers that will be preparing acoustical 
evaluations and the studies of the venues in general. 

Obvious it it's early in the process and that 
information is not available yet. But it will be occurring 



in the future as part of design. 

>> If I could make one more comment. The 

remark that the questioner made about explosive training 
happening once a week. I'm not familiar with that. I'm 
not sure what context it was made. I wasn't there. 

But it's my understanding that that would not be the 
case, that it would not happen once a week. 

>> Mr. Anderson said that at the meeting — 

>> It wasn't him. 

>> He wasn't even there. 

>> Okay. The next question. 

>> Hi there my name is Andrew Langer. I'm 

a resident here of Centreville. There are a lot of 
concerns over the course of this process. I guess I have a 
multipart question. I won't take up too much time. 



>> Excuse me right now. It's probably 

going to be just one question. 

>> Then most importantly given the way the 

process has gone, that a lot of folks perceive this to have 
not gone in a transparent fashion. 

If question is given the federal government tends to be 
ab interesting neighbor to say the least. What sort of 
guarantees can you all give that concerns and questions 
that the public has after this facility is open are going 
to be met with and can you give any guarantees that this 



facility can will not be expanded using the powers of 
eminent domain? 
(Applause) . 

>> Wait one second. . . . 

>> Go ahead Jeff. 

>> Right now we're committed to phase one 

of this project that we've talked about. And that's been 
outlined in this proposal today. As far as future use and 
expansion of this project, it's too early to say how or 
what we would be expanding on. What we have currently in 
place is what we proposed here tonight. 

>> Okay. Next question. 

>> Hi, I just want to say thank you all for 

coming to answer your questions. I do really appreciate it 
and I think the communicate -- 

>> Can't hear you. 



>> Is it on? 

>> Can you hear it? 

>> Yeah. 

>> And I have such big mouth. I just 

wanted to thank you all for coming to answer our questions 
at least as much as you can. 

One of the questions I have is you mentioned that there 
were 500 current jobs that were currently across the United 
States for this position. And you were expected 



approximately 400 on top of that. 

Wouldn't you be using economy of scales when you're 
combining these sites together to reduce the amount of 
people that you would be supplying here? 

>> It might appear that way. But in our 

initial review that is not the case. In particular because 
the majority of our training functions right now are at 
contracted facilities. Where, where we are not given a 
priority. And that actually already in such high demand 
that on a lot of occasions we're forced to postpone our 
training operations. 

So there is a very high demand for training facilities 
nationwide and we are always in competition. That's one of 
the purpose for consolidating part of the functions at the 
new facility. 

The second part of the answer to the new job. We do 
anticipate some migration of the new positions but we don't 
know how much how many yet and that's part of our ongoing 



study. It's folks who live out west we don't really 
anticipate that they -- they may not want to come east and 
we understand that. 

The 400 new positions are actually positions that we've 
never had as part of Department of State staffing because 
we use contracted facilities. And we don't have a facility 
that we own and operate. 

So we see that as a potential economic benefit and also 
a way to improve our own efficiency as part of development. 
Does that answer your question? 

>> If I could add a quick point to that as 

well. Running our own training facility in a propietary 
manner involves a lot more staff and support. Which we 
don't have right now because much of that is contracted out 
as Ellyn said. 

We're going more training every year with more 
students. And that requires more requirements for support 
staff and administrative staff and else. 

So we see that 400 as definitely being needed. 

Tony you have a person. Courtney there's somebody 
behind you. 

>> Brook Adam I live on Ruthsburg road. 

What do you guys plan on doing with those houses? Do you 
plan on just leaving them or are you guys going to buy them 
off of us. 

>> I'm not sure which houses but our 



intention right now is to only acquire those properties 
that were presented previously on that map. That would 
show the assemblage of the two major farms. 

>> Are you going to put a barrier up for 

the noise or just kind of leave us sit there? 

>> That's what Mr. Peoples spoke about 



earlier. The amount of technical assistance and 
programming that's gone into planning this facility. This 
facility has a larger footprint. But it's intended to 
spread out and to be able to accommodate the design issue. 
And Chris would you want to. . . 

>> I think probably goes to mention that in 

looking at this site and looking at the different areas of 
the site, we are looking at providing the, I guess, more 
soft skills the main campus near the housing areas. And 
also quieter functions near the housing areas. That's how 
we're proceeding right now. 

>> That's on the other side on the houses. 

You guys are putting the soft core training skills on the 
other side of where the houses are. You're not putting the 
houses you're not putting the campus houses behind us. 
You're putting them in front of us. 

>> So you're site on 481. The area behind 

there is actually just a -- there's no built environment 
immediately behind there in that plan. That is surface 
kind of training, with just driving. 

>> Excuse me. I don't want to cut anybody 



off. I still see the hands. I see my two -- where is the 
third microphone person? Okay. Just hang out over there. 
Courtney you're next, please. 

>> My name is faith storm Centreville 

Maryland. This is reality for us and that has been brought 
how many home tonight. One of the issues raised was the 
traffic situation. And out at 301. We just have found out 
that there is a confirmed death from that accident that 
occurred tonight. 

So for those of you sitting behind there, this facility 
is reality to us. And it's something that we face every 
day. And we anticipate that that will get worse. But the 
one thing that very much concerns us is that we have looked 
very carefully at your own documents. 

And I know we're supposed to feel warm and fuzzy about 
the neighbors. But this site right here. These documents 
that you have, and yes, it is a question. The documents 
that you've given us here show that phase 1 does have to do 
with the firing ranges, the all of the things so associated 
with hard skills. And even shows that the first couple 
years is probably going to be nothing but hard skills. 

How is it on one hand we can claim that none of this 
will occur and on the other hand our documents contradict 
that . 

>> No you're correct. Hard skills are 

included as part of phase 1. Not all of the hard skills 



venues. We're not sure exactly which onings ones yet. 
There most likely will be driving and firing ranges. And 
that's one of the things being studied as part of the 

master plan effort. And it's also related to funding 
that's available to construct phase 1 of the project. 

>> So we can't go by the documents or we 

can? 

>> Well I don't know which document you're 

referring to. 

>> The ones you guys put out the progress 

report that calls for transparency. 

>> I'm still not sure which document you're 

referring to. But I imagine that you can go by the 
documents that we've put out. Hopefully the information 
we've provided for you this evening out in the lobby has 
provided at least a starting point for what we're proposing 
to do here. 

>> In reference to the 3-pound bomb, if I'm 

canoeing with my young one and originally little league. 
We all go have a picnic there at Tucahoe lake. It's pretty 
close proximity to Tucahoe state park. Very close. 

If we're canoeing with these 6 and 8-year-olds at 
Tucahoe lake and head north occupy Tucahoe creek, how far 
away from his canoe will this 3-pound bomb be going off? 

>> I think that's a good question. And 

part of as I stated earlier what we'll be doing is we'll be 
looking at the acoustical values of the explosive charges 



and how to mitigate some of those sounds through the design 



of this facility. 

>> Courtney. Can you get this person up 

here who's been patiently with her hand up? 

>> He's not done. You didn't answer his 

question . 

>> What distance is the bomb going to go 

off. 

>> I think right now at this point you're 

asking what distance will it be heard or? 
>> Will it be located? 

>> I'm not understanding if you want to 

know the distance it's heard or located. 
>> Located. 
>> Location. 
>> Right now. 

>> The state park. 

>> the explosives range currently is in 

this area. This is an initial test fit. It's to see if 
the site will actually work for this facility. 

A lot of this design will come out in the NEPA process. 



>> (inaudible) . 

>> Chris I'm sorry I interrupted you. The 

next question. Thanks for your patience miss. 

>> Hi my name is Ann Eastman and my 



family's farm which has been in our family for over 80 



years is directly behind the hard skills area on that map. 
I can see my house. These are my children who are going to 
play in the yard where the firing ranges and the weapons 
are. And I understand that you're going buffer and it all 
that. But would you want this in your neighborhood? 
Because this is our neighborhood? 
(Applause) . 

And you basically answered our question that we can 
just say goodbye to our farm. Because after phase 1 what 
happens after that? I read that the GSR, whatever we're 
talking about here also works with the department of 
agriculture and all other things. What's going to keep you 
from testing chemical and biological warfare weapons in the 
further phases? 
(Applause) . 

>> I commented earlier that our proposal 

here tonight is only discussing phase 1. And I think we 
laid out pretty clearly what our training entails. It's to 
protect Americans who are serving and working overseas . 

>> What about us . 

>> That's extent of what our training 

involves . 

>> Dave Adams. Your fence line is going to 

be 60 feet from my house. You can mitigate, do whatever 
you want. I'm going to hear bombs and gunfire. What kind 



of quality of life are you giving me. What kind of quality 
of life are you giving Ann. There's houses all around this 
thing. It's just bad. How can you come in and take 
somebody's life and do that? 
(Applause) . 

>> I think probably the best way to answer 

that is through the noise mitigation we're going to be 
proposing as -- 

>> We're going hear it. 

>> Excuse me we're trying to answer the 

question . 

>> sorry but that's the way it is. 

>> We appreciate all your comments but 

again when you ask a question we're trying to give you an 
answer. Go ahead Chris. 

>> Through the design process we'll be 

studying ways to mitigate the sound. So it is providing 
the least impact possible to the surrounding area. 

>> Least impact. But that's not helping. 

We're still going hear it. 

>> I'm sorry. I see at least three or four 

people with their hands. I would say -- yes. Right there 
Courtney . 

>> As a pilot of a small aircraft, will I 

be restricted in flying over or around this facility? 



>> 



I'm sorry. I couldn't hear the question 



up here. 

>> Will there be a no fly zone for general 

aviation over this facility. 

>> There are no fly overrestrictions that 

we're aware of for the facility. It is a secure facility. 
But there are no fly over restrictions. 

>> My name's the Joann (inaudible) . I live 

on Krauss mill road. About a half a mile from this 
facility. We have a horse farm. And I want to know, is 
this a done deal? 

(Applause) . 

>> One ft things that we wanted to do 

tonight was to come and present the project to you and to 
have this information on exchange. It's our intent that we 
need to find a home for the diplomatic security folks. 
They have an important mission that has to be housed. And 
it's our desire to do our best to work with with you and 
locate this facility. 

>> Is it a done deal or not? Is it done or 

not? 

>> Again, I think -- 

>> Is it done or not? 

>> Wait a minute. Folks -- 

>> Answer the question. Is it done or not? 



>> We understand? -- 

>> Is it done or not. Is it done or not. 

Is it done just answer the [expletive] question? 



(Audience noise) . 

>> If you have the mic we will listen to 

you. We're trying to get all these questions answered. 

>> Is it a done deal? That's all we want 

to know. 

>> I'll go ahead and expand on my previous 

comment for now. You understand that we have announced 
that this form assemblage is the preferred site. 

We have not finalized any kind of a purchase option 
agreement on that site. 

(Applause) . 

And part of our -- part of our assessment on the effect 
of the community is what we're doing here tonight. 
(Applause) . 

>> My name's Roy Kirby. I live 15 miles 

from here o in Chestertown. I own a construction company. 
We've done three projects similar to this for the state of 
Maryland . 

I have a degree in architecture. A Former green 
beret -- -- specializing in demolitions. The level of 
scrutiny, the level of soundproofing and the techniques 
available today. And I understand your concerns. But 

you wait a minute. 

The other thing I might say and I mean this the best 
way, I've had a friend killed in a an embassy bombing. And 
I'm just witness stand wondering if anybody here had a 



relative that God forbid something like that happened to. 
I understand we all have personal preferences. If the 
tenor would be the same here tonight. 
(Applause) . 

>> My name is Linda Friday. I'm president 

of the Queen Anne's County chamber of commerce. And I'd 
like to thank you for coming out tonight and delivering the 
information on this facility. There has been a lot of 
misinformation as you probably have heard and we as a 
community at large are very happy that you've been able to 
come out and give us this information. And we also look 
forward to coming out on Thursday to hear more. 

So thanks again and look forward to the opportunities 
that we possibly will have. Thank you. 

(Applause) . 

>> I see somebody all the way back there 

with his hand up. Sir can, yeah. He's all the way in the 
back. In the corner. 

>> My name (inaudible) . I just want to say 

it seems like everything comes in these county everybody 
protest and this and that. We -- I want to thank you guys 

for picking this area over here. Because 50 percent of the 
people live here work across the bridge. And we got one or 
two things. Build a new bridge for them to get over there 
or put this facility for some work. Because we got so many 
people out of jobs, it's unreal. Because I'm sick of my 
phone ringing off average 30 to 35 people a week, not day, 



weekly wanting a job. We need jobs on this shore. And 
(inaudible) have run it clear out of here and it needs to 
stop. Anything and everything you're going to do in this 
county cost you a arm and a leg. Was it's all right to see 
those county commissioners running around and everybody in 
government cars. And it needs to stop and put working 
people to work. And that's the way I feel about poem. And 
I appreciate you picking this area. Thank you. 
(Applause) . 

>> Courtney, your person please. 

>> My name's -- I live right near this 

place where you're talk act doing all this. This at one 
time to me was within two or three months ago was a 
proposition or interest that this could possibly happen. 
And within a couple meetings and already, like the 
consensus of everybody here. I know there's pro people 
here. And I know there's poem who are against. You folks 
with the government are here to support this thing. You 
have to understand that not only is a state park it's a 

arboretum. It's also a community here where there's so 
many restrictions. Possibility of the 200 homes over in 
that place and it was shot down because of a growth thing. 
Now all of a sudden we so to start hearing there's going to 
be a military operation over here and it sounds like this 
is just getting railroaded into happening right away and 
there hasn't even opinion a chance for even in the 



community that's living right up -- you folks don't 
understand the impact what this is going to be on the 
community. To you it's just 2,000 acres. But lease a lot 
of people invested times and family and all in this thing. 
And it's happening too fast. And I don't understand why we 
can't use other military facilities that have been shut 
down in other areas to do these kind of things. We're not 
going to benefit jobwise. Aim I'm sorry. You say 400 
jobs. But it's going happen. This is just realism right 
here. It's just hard to believe this is happening this 
fast and this is going on. And I just. . . I'm just 
frustrated. And you folks, I just think half of you people 
that just left out of this corner here really irritated me 
because they're making a mockery of my fellow people that 
live here. And you think this is a joke. This is our 
lives this is what I bust my ass for. Just don't 
understand . 

(Applause) . 

>> Tony .... yes . 

>> Mike parks. I live here too, just down 

the road. Full disclosure, I'm also a former agent with 
the state department. So I just want to ask based on my 
experience, Jeff, if the project does go forward, will you 
guys consider making the facility available for our local 
first responders law enforcement people for their training? 

(Applause) . 

>> That's an excellent question. And the 



answer -- quick answer is yes. We'll have modern 
facilities that are gonna be state of the art that will 
benefit local law enforcement and emergency services, 
certainly. We would make every effort to make them 
available to local law enforcement and emergency services. 

>> Hi my name's Laura san ford. My family 

has lived in this county for over 300 years. My family had 
lived in this county for over 300 years. My question is 
about your initial statement that you're going to keep the 
citizens safe. 

How can you make that statement when the very nature of 
this facility has to do with terrorism and antiterrorism? 
It puts us on the map. It doesn't keep us safe. The very 
nature of this facility puts us on the terrorist map. 

(Applause) . 

>> There are many other training facilities 



such as this one around the country. State local, federal, 
law enforcement. We've never seen any evidence that any of 
the training facilities are targeted by terrorists 
organizations or terrorists per se. This is a training 
facility. And that's what it would be viewed as. In our 
view and how it seems to be throughout the rest of the 
country . 

>> Good evening, my name is Rich Altman. I 

live in the queens town area. And affiliated can Queen 
Anne's — -- association. The association has take an the 



position in opposition to this proposal. But my question 
relates to what you're prepared to do if this thing moved 
forward. It is our understanding that federal government 
need not abide by any local law if it chooses not to. 

Secondly, it's my understanding that the federal 
government need not pay taxes if it chooses not to. My 
question to you is would you be prepared to sign a land 
covenant that would restrict the future development of this 
site to something that was acceptable to the community and 
to yourselves. And would you be willing to pay a fee in 
lieu of taxes to the county. 

>> There are a few parts to that question. 

The first one has to do with regulations zoning and other 
things that at the local level that would affect the 
facility in its operation. One of the things we have 

looked at are the existing zoning regulations. You are 
correct, when federal land is purchased, it does lose its 
zoning designation. Buts that taken over by federal 
regulationings, which we are required to follow. That 
applies to the gamut of operations and things with that we 
do there. 

And we are committed to meeting all those federal 
regulations and part of the master planning and NEPA 
efforts are to see if we can indeed meet all the zoning 
regulations as well. 

I think it's a little early in the process to they we 
will be able to or we won't be able to. That's part of 



what we'll be studying. 

That's part one. The part about establishing an 
agreement, I can't speak, you know, as one for the 
Department of State. But we have had discussions about 
being a good neighbor. We do want to be a good neighbor 
and be a very valuable integral part of the community. 

And as part of the section 106 consultation process, 
and the NEPA process, both, we will be exploring ways, 
potentially agreements, of how we can better integrate the 
facility locally be it through design ore other agreements. 
And those are things we do want to explore with you. 

The third part has to do with lost tax revenue. I 
think I'll defer to Dale. Because I don't know you 

know, I'm an architect, I'm not a legal mind. So I don't 
understand. I'm not so sure the federal government can pay 
in lieu of taxes. 

But I can say that it has been part of the initial 
discussion as part of the economic impacts. And one of the 
things that we hope for is obviously a net profit or a 
beneficial impact to the local economy. 

>> The question was correct, and the 

comment was correct in that the federal government in this 
case would not pay taxes. And I think it would be too 
early to talk about an agreement in lieu of taxes. That's 
a good take away for us I think to tonight to think about 
those issues. 



With respect to the current restrictions that are on 
that parcel, one of the key things that we want to do... A) 
we're aware of the things on that particular site. And one 
of the things we want to do and beginning that process 
tonight and following up on Thursday is we want to work 
with the local community, with yourselves and with your 
leaders in finding the best solution in order to provide 
that open space that the community is used to. And we 
think given the amount of land that we have and the way 
that we are intelligently approaching the overall master 
planning concept, we think that we can come out with a 
win-win solution. 



>> Thank you. My name dean Rosche. And 

just based on what I've heard tonight, I was just doing 
some research about the GSA and I see that on your website 
it says you want to act in the best interest of the people. 

you know, whether you're for or against this. I mean, 
we're all taxpayers. And you talked. I'm sorry I came 
late. Your name on the end? 

>> Dale Anderson. 

>> Mr. sandson. You talked about ongoing 

studies and this being the preferential site. As far as 
the other gentlemen referenced Quantico as being I guess 
overcapacity, couldn't we utilize existing capacity with 
other bases such as edgewood arsenal, Aberdeen proving 
ground -- these military bases all have existing firing 
ranges and training sites. So as part of your study I my 



question is are these other places being considered and 
could the state department do some kind of interagency work 
with the department of defense. If there is existing 
capacity elsewhere, why not utilize that and save us 
taxpayers some money? 
(Applause) . 

Why take undeveloped unimproved land and pour all this 
money in when we've got capacity elsewhere. We've got 
thousands of acres at fort AP hill. 

>> Thank you for your question. 

>> Okay. We'll respond to that in two 

parts. And first an overview, when the Department of State 
came to GSA with this particular need. One of the first 
things we began to go is we went into the do research and 
reaching out to other executive agencies that are land 
holding agencies to see if in fact they had this amount of 
land available for the specific use for the Department of 
State training center needs. 

When we did that research, we were not able to locate 
any existing federal owned land on which to house this 
particular facility. So what we did in June 29th, that's 
why we posted the federal business opportunities notice on 
that porthole seeking expressions of interest because we 
did not are not aware of still are not aware of any current 
federal facilities that could house the mission that the 
Department of State needs houses. 



>> I touched on this earlier I think in an 

earlier question. But with the numbers of people that 
we're training now and the types of training we are doing 
it's an inefficient way to train to use other people's 
facilities especially when sharing 

>> I have friends all over the area who are 

in construction and landscaping who don't have work. They 
are handing us jobs for the next three to five years, I 
think it was, to build this facility. Think of the skills 



that some people would be able to learn through a 3 to 5 
year job in the construction. When they have, think of the 
soundproofing to. Build something like this from the 
ground up, the skills that will be needed and will be 
learned that then people can take to the future. You know, 
maybe people can then guy farmland they wanted or buy the 
boat that they wanted. Are buy the -- 

>> Question. 

>> Ask a question 

>> Excuse me. 

>> Gosh, you know, I am so proud of being 

from the shore until some of this happens. I wake up every 
morning and I wake up to gunfire from my hunters. I here 
Aberdeen. If I'm near the water I hear power boats. Why 
is this any different. Are we going to start putting 
silencers on the hunters? I'm making a comment because I 
believe this should be good for our community. 

>> Thank you so much. But I just want to 



remind you it's comments and questions. It is about 8:00. 
Can I get a mic real quick. Keep your hands up. 

All right. I've noticed there were a lot of people who 
had their hands up and we didn't get to them. 

It is 8:00 but I want to make sure that we get some of 
these folks whose hands I've seen up. And I'm sorry to 
make you to this but it'll easier for us to keep track. 

You sir have been the most patient. If you could just 
stand up. Just so I can make sure we have you. Miss you 
right here. Also. You yes. You can stand up in the 
green. Just stand up upright where you are right now. And 
there was one other person that. Person right behind you 
Courtney, and you. You five will be our last five 
questions. But we're definitely going to start with you 
sir. You've been patient. 

>> Jay F from Millington. In selecting 

prime farmland in Queen Anne's County as your preferred 
site what weight did you give to the policies announced in 
president Obama ' s October 5th executive order. And if you 
haven't read that executive order I would encourage you to 
do so . 

>> Thank you for your question. 

>> I believe -- I believe the executive 

order in reference has to do with sustainability or 
energies efficiency. There have been a few. I don't know 
the dates of all of them. 



And we are committed to complying with all of the 
executive orders that establish benchmarks and standards 
for our environmental design. 

>> Shary Adams. I don't think anybody here 

is saying that the facility is something that should 
shouldn't happen. We're saying it shouldn't happen here. 

(Applause) . 

Have you even thought of how this facility is going to 
effect the horse training when the bombs are going off and 
the horses are taking off, or the day care providing when 
the children are trying to take a nap and can't sleep and 
we're afraid for them to go outside because of all the 
noise and the danger. Or people who have home based 
businesses and how this is going to effect them and their 
business, who are surrounding the site? Or are we worth 
writing off just so that there can be these jobs. And you 
sacrifice us when you've got other sites that you've been 
looking at that you could possibly use. 
(Applause) . 

>> With respect to this particular site one 

of the things we did early on as I mentioned, once we 
placed that notice in the federal business opportunities, 
we looked at over 30 sites in I think 5 states. And as we 
looked at not only the program requirements that the 
Department of State needs, meaning, the amount of land in 
which to accomplish their mission, we also considered 
things such as where its proximity to certain traffic 



distances. And as we went through and applied the criteria 
this clearly ranked as the preferred site, as the best 
location. And we think that we can find a good solution 
here . 

>> Have you personnel been there? 

>> Yes. 

>> But you said earlier that you had looked 

at facilities that were already military facilities. I'm 
talking about other land. You know, other people who have 
come to you and said hey yeah I'd love to sell my land to 
you . 

>> Yes. As a matter of fact from late June 

on is when we began to solicit and also receive from 
landowners and the representatives. We received 
submissions from them saying please come and consider us. 
And we did look through those some approximately 30 
locations. And we weighed those against the site criteria 
that the team developed. And as we moved along that 
process and weighed the criteria, this site in Queen Anne's 
County is the preferred site. And once we were able to 
reach that conclusion, that's when we came out with that 
announcement . 

>> And they're not next to a state park or 

anything though, right? Those other sites? We're the only 
ones right next to the state park. 

>> I'm not sure on that fact. I can't 



comment on that particular fact. 

>> Hi guys. I'm Mark Turner, elected 

commissioner for the town of Queen Anne. It's not a big 

deal. We only have 200 people in our town. But it's a 
town full of a lot of families. So I'll get right to my 
question as soon as I make this statement, that we are 
continually disrupted by the gun range that was set up by 
the department of natural resources in partnership with the 
Queen Anne's County police, which is currently used by the 
state place it's extremely disruptive to the elderly folk 
in our town. You do not want this kind of facility near 
you. You don't want it. 
(Applause) . 

That is a much smaller scale than what these folks are 
presenting to us today. 

Let me get to the question. The question is with all 
these rounds of am ammunition that go off at the small 
facility and they know they haven't done lead abatement 
there. What are your planning to do to stop the lead from 
entering our soil and the water and the Tucahoe creek. 

(Applause) . 

Courtney did you have any folks -- yeah. 
>> How about a response. 

>> Hold on Gina. I think that was a good 

question. And actually it's a valid concern. And we are 
bound by all the federal regulations regarding the 
environment and lead, you know, toxic run off and things. 



So we are considering that through the design of the 



facilities. And specifics, firing ranges, where bullet 
traps will be provided to capture the bullets and to 
mitigate the lead from that. So that'll all be done in an 
environmentally safe manner. 

>> Good evening. I'm Robert rans field. A 

candidate for Queen Anne's County commissioner district 
one. If you case you don't know it that's the district 
they're going to put this in. I'm speaking to somebody who 
grew up 15 miles from there. We can't build a chicken 
house without having a public hearing. And people don't 
agree with it it don't get built. And this is some of the 
federal regulations (inaudible) . Does it matter that 
majority of the people don't want this here? Does that 
weigh in your decision whatsoever? 

(Applause) . 

>> The NEPA process is the tool in which 

the public is invited to comment. And those comments will 
be considered as part of NEPA process. So concerns 
regarding (inaudible) lead hazards, transportation cultural 
resources, archaeology, all that will be analyzed in EA and 
your comments will be included as part of that process. 

>> If in fact this is a project that will 

go through, on your operations you have listed mobile 
security deployments. Does that include military aircraft 
of any type? And if so, what are the parameters or the 



dimensions of which they need to stay within? 



>> 



If I understood your question correctly, 



does this facility or training involve any aircraft? 



>> 



Correct . Of any type now or in the 



future . 



>> 



The answer is no, on all counts. 



>> 



Nothing is flying over Centreville. 



>> 



No aircraft are going to be used in any 



of our training, no. 



>> 



Thank you for the answer. 



>> 



Good evening my name Scott Shore and I'm 



one of the fortunate ones that can actually hear the 
irrigation pumps run during the summer. And I don't think 
you've done an adequate job in — I don't see how an 
acoustical engineer can disguise a 3-pound bomb. And I 
don't think you've answered the question on how you're 
going protect the surrounding family's property values that 
they've worked hard for their entire life, tried to raise a 
family, pay their taxes. And, you know, all I heard that 
you that you're working very hard to insure the property 
value that you're trying to purchase. And in my mind from 
what I hear that decision's already made. You have all the 
backing of our elected officials. I just see dollars 
flowing into their pockets. So if you can stand here 
tonight and answer my question, how are you going to 



protect my property value? All I see is it decreasing, 
right now. 

(Applause) . 

>> I'll respond -- the response I can give 

you now regarding the property value is that there are some 
arguments that would say that this particular action may 
adversely affect property values. And there are others who 
have an opinion that this would positively affect property 
values. I don't have a crystal ball in order to project or 
speculate what that side effect going to have on property 
values . 

>> Why don't you just think about it... 

(inaudible) . 

>> (inaudible) . 

>> What are you going to do about the 

school . 

>> (inaudible) . 

>> I'm responding to the issue of market 

values. I think Chris, you may want to address the 
issue as far as the noise mitigation and how we capture 
that impact in the EA. 

>> Well I think as we talked about, we're 

going to be doing studies on exactly what the values of the 
noise will be through an acoustical evaluation of the site. 
Those, once we have the findings of the information that 



then we can find ways to mitigate that. 



And again, as Katrina had pointed out, a lot of this 
will be addressed in the NEPA process. 

And really until some of that information, that 
technical study information, is done, it would be premature 
to me to even begin to speculate on what area would be 
affected as far as the property value, how far it would 
extend and what would be the amount. So it's critical for 
us to begin this first leg of fact finding and analysis. 
(Applause) . 

>> I thank you. Did I get all the people 

who were standing? Oh, go ahead. 

>> My name's Lloyd wood all. A resident 

here at Centreville. While I can appreciate that you feel 
the value of the site makes it a prime location 
Mr. Anderson and I'm only picking you because you've been 
generous enough to answer so many questions this evening. 
If I could be indulged with a comment rather than a 
question. Because quite frankly I think most of the 
questions have been it seems to me what's occurred 

here that you have spent a lot of our tax dollars to select 
the site and design a facility without properly looking at 
how our infrastructure in this county will be impacted both 
as far as security road ways, water EMS, everything that 
revolves around that. 

And I'd just like to know how you expect us to give you 
any kind of support for this program when you're basically 
installing this facility and not figuring how you're going 



get people to and from it and not figuring out OH how it's 
going effect the community around it and I'm seeing a large 
facility with a security wall and a gate. So it's going to 
be ununattractive and noisy. Athink it's upping that the 
majority of the people in this community would have an 
averse opinion to it. 

I think you need to be a little more thorough about 
having your information together not just what the facility 
is going to look like. You spend an awful lot of time on 
your presentation talking about the hard training that's 
going to be done. And if you've noticed a lot of questions 
and comments here revolved around the fact that you have 
dangerous product, noise and security issues. Now, if 
there is a no fly zone over this place, you're saying 
there's not supposed to be or doesn't matter it's telling 
me you're not taking your security very seriously. Because 
some of your light aircraft could fly over this place and 
drop one of these 3-pound bombs on top you. And I'm 
sorry 

(Applause) . 

>> Okay. Thank you for that comment. 

We're going to get ready to end the meeting. And there 

is a few things I just wanted to remind you about. The 
sheet that you have, there is an email address and a phone 
line for you to send your questions and comments and we 
will make sure we get you answers. 



But most importantly, Thursday, 6:00, this same place 
at this high school, we're going have the public scoping 
meeting. And during that meeting, there will be boards -- 
we will be focusing on NEPA and NHPA topics. 

But also we'll have project boards, and you can walk 
around and see more about this project. 

So please try to come out on Thursday. Also we'll be 
here and we will take your comments. Thank you so much for 
coming. Bye bye. 
(Applause) . 



Meeting ended at 8:20pm. 



